[Empyema necessitatis--a differential diagnostic problem in ventilated patients in intensive care].
Development of an empyema necessitatis under mechanical artificial respiration with high peak pressures is described on the basis of a case report on a patient in whom the phenomenon was the sequel of pneumonia with abscess formation. Conventional x-ray diagnosis can merely yield pointers towards possible differential diagnoses, whereas CT supplies an unequivocal diagnosis. X-ray image and differential diagnosis are discussed.